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Emergent Figures

It may seem paradoxical to title an exhibition filled with recognizable names
Emergent Figures. Yet many of the artists gathered here—celebrated in
Thailand as “modern masters” —remain little known outside the country. Their
reputations were consolidated through accolades at the National Exhibition
and through their roles as teachers within an arts education system long
shaped by Silpakorn University. Such distinctions have secured their national
prestige, but it is hardly self-evident why these artists should matter today to
art history at large.

Emergent Figures offers a double proposition. First, it asks us to see these
artists as emerging anew: not as static emblems of a canon, but whose
practices remain capable of addressing contemporary concerns.
Chakrabhand Posayakrit’s paintings of mythological scenes may have defined
the popular imagination of Thai courtly drama, yet his early work was far more
existentially searching than is often acknowledged. Lawan Upa-in may be
celebrated as a portraitist, but this label hardly captures the mysticism of her
communion with spirits and unseen forces. The lesser-known dimensions of
their practices are brought to the fore here.

Second, Emergent Figures names a formal condition. Across the works
featured, figuration strains and reconstitutes itself at the threshold of
abstraction and landscape. It is in this charged, unstable zone of
coming-into-being, that the artists’ most consequential contributions take
shape. Pratuang Emcharoen’s subject matter is recognizably political, yet its
meaning is rendered strange through an extreme play of color and scale.
Kanya Charoensupakul’s gestures register a powerful authorial presence,
while simultaneously dissolving into ethereal atmosphere. To look again, the
exhibition suggests, is to witness works still in the process of becoming, and
to renegotiate the terms by which their value is secured.

Presented on the occasion of the 10th anniversary of Nova Contemporary, the
exhibition celebrates the gallery’s commitment to the contemporary as an
attitude of exploration: a lens through which both emerging and established
practices can be encountered with a sense of possibility.
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Kanya Charoensupkul, Cloud above
the mountain, 2005

Lawan Upa-In, Mae Sue wids), 1969
Chakrabhand Posayakrit, Untitled, 1967
Sakarin Krue-On, Lotus Pod, 1998
Sompot Upa-In, Woman, 1962

Prayoon Uluchada, Untitled

Kanchana Cholsuwat, Earth Song, 2026

Sakarin Krue-On, Lotus Pod and
Reflection, 1997

Montien Boonma, Two walls, 1993

Kiettisak Chanonnart, The Beauty of
Life #18, 1998

Kanchana Cholsuwat, Earth Song, 2026
Chamruang Vichienket, Diety wauiine), 1984

Pratuang Emcharoen, The Grain of
Virture, 1979

Sawasdi Tantisuk, Rain, 1993

Sawasdi Tantisuk, Lovely day at the
Sichang, 1993

special thanks to

Aalyrviundndans i
Tungsoualy ke
SINGEHIA



